THE   VICAR   OF   MORWENSTOW	12Q
dist, whisker-seed, morrel pokkerankerchers, and all zorts
of swatemaits, including taters, sassages, and other gardin
stuff, bakky, zigars, lamp oyle, tay-kittles, and other in-
toxzikatin likkers; a dale of fruit, hats, zongs, hare oyle,
pattins, bukkits, grindin stones, and other aitables, korn
and bunyon zalve and all hardware. I as laid in a large
azzortmerit of trype, dogs' mate, lolipops, ginger-beer,
matches, and other pikkles such as hepsorn salts, hoysters,
Winzer sope, anzetrar.
P.S.—I tayches gografy, rithmetic, cowstiks, jimnastiks,
and other chynees tricks.
I should have held this to be an invention inspired
by Caleb Quotem, in George Colman's play 'The
Review,' but that Mr. Burton of the Curiosity Shop,
Falmouth, has shown me old signboards almost as
absurd.
The people of Wellcombe were not only ignorant,
but superstitious. Mr. Hawker shared at least some
of their superstitions. Living as he did in a visionary
dream-world of spirits, he was ready to admit, with-
out questioning, the stories he heard of witchcraft
and the power of the evil eye.
Whenever he came across any one with a peculiar
eyeball, sometimes bright and clear, and at others
covered with a filmy gauze, or a double pupil, ringed
twice, or a larger eye on the left than on the right
side, he would hold the thumb, fore and middle
fingers in a peculiar manner, so as to ward off the
evil effect of the eye.
He had been descanting one day on the blight which
such an eye could cast, when his companion said:
* Really, Mr. Hawker, you do not believe such rubbish
as this in the nineteenth century.1
He turned round and said gravely: CI do not pre-
tend to be wiser than the Word of God. I find that
the evil eye is reckoned along with " blasphemy, pride
and foolishness," as things that defile a man.'1
1 Mark vii. %i\ cf. also Prov. xxiii. 6, xxviii. 22; Matt.
vi. 23; Luke xi, 34; Matt, xx. 15.

